
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA ALERT 

TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : 14 APRIL 2014 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

 

MEC MCHUNU CONDEMNS MURDER AND ARSON INCIDENTS AT 
JACOBS HOSTEL 
 
KWAZULU-Natal MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Willies Mchunu, has 
expressed dismay at the murder of a person and setting on fire of two rooms at the Jacobs 
Hostel in Durban at the weekend. 
 
On Sunday, 13 April 2014, a man was accosted by another man while he was in his room. 
The two allegedly had an argument over a woman. This argument ended with a man dying 
after being stabbed 14 times by a suspected who had accosted him in his room. 
 
A few minutes later, it is alleged that a group of inmates who were angry at the stabbing set 
alight two room belonging to the suspect and his girlfriend.  
  
 A case of murder and arson has been opened by the Brighton Beach police and the police 
are confident that the suspect in a murder case will be arrested soon.  
  
Today (Monday, 14 April 2014) MEC Mchunu condemned this incident, saying he was 

shocked at the level of brutality that occurred in this matter. 

“I find this murder and arson totally abhorrent and very violent. People should be able 

to resolve their differences amicably without resorting to violence. Equally, those who 

set alight two rooms are guilty of committing crime and should be condemned. 

“Such matters should be left in the hands of police who are better equipped to handle 

them,” said MEC Mchunu. 

MEC Mchunu also urged the hostel inmates to observe restrain and not do anything that 

would worsen the situation at the hostel. 

“Now we should live this matter in the hands of the police and work with them to   

ensure that those responsible for it are arrested and prosecuted,” said MEC Mchunu. 
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